
This is an updated and expanded second edition of the seminal book 
first published by Thames & Hudson in 2004. It contains more than 120 
essays (including fifteen new essays), each focusing on a crucial event 
in the history of art from 1900 to the present. The new essays cover 
subjects such as the De Stijl movement, the use of mannequins and the 
automaton in Dada, and modernist graphic design between the wars, as 
well as discussions of the global emergence of Chinese artists in recent 
years, the influence of gaming and social network technologies, and 
the impact of the market on current art practice. Text boxes provide 
further information on key figures and issues. A new final chapter is 
devoted to the first decade of the 21st century. Four introductions set 
out and explain the different methods of art history at work in the book. 
There are two roundtable discussions between the authors – one at mid-
century, the other at the close of the book. All reference material has 
been updated.

• A landmark study in the history of modern art, now expanded and 
extensively updated. Written by some of the most influential art 
historians of our time, it is the most comprehensive critical history  
of art in the 20th and 21st centuries on the market today.

• The first edition was hailed by critics around the world as the most 
important history of modern art ever published, and the only book  
that any student of the subject will ever need. 

• Features 107 new illustrations and over 100 new pages, and 
completely updated throughout (including all reference sections)

 
• Introduces students to the key theoretical approaches to modern and 

contemporary art, enabling them to understand the many ‘voices’ of 
current approaches to the subject. 

• Unique and flexible year-by-year structure and extensive cross-
referencing enable teachers and students to pursue a chronological 
approach, and/or to study the currents of art since 1900 by medium, 
theme, country or region.
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A landmark study in the history of modern art 

‘The book is important, not because it gives neat answers but because it raises questions’

– Sir Nicholas Serota, Director, Tate 

‘Turn off The Culture Show and Late Review, put down Time Out and read this book instead.

It has a good clear structure, providing a year-by-year account of what happened. It provides

facts and dates but also philosophy. It attempts to bring the past into the present’

– Matthew Collings, The Guardian

‘A survey that understands, brilliantly, that the job of survey books is not to paint a picture 

of a territory, but to provide a map that others may use to navigate their own course’

– Tom Morton, Blueprint

‘The significance of Art Since 1900 can’t be underestimated: psychoanalysis and

poststructuralism are now inescapable methodologies that must be taken on board by

mainstream art history’ – Claire Bishop, Artforum

‘The definitive history of twentieth-century art … spectacular, and painstakingly conceived’

– Gaby Wood, The Observer

‘A very important, and nearly immaculate, work’ – Amazon.com

‘The level of discussion is simply far more interesting than in any other guide to twentieth-

century art’ – Norman Bryson, University of California, San Diego

‘This is no ordinary survey … it opens theoretical and historical perspectives on twentieth-

century art with a sparkling clarity every reader will appreciate’ – Mignon Nixon, Courtauld Institute of Art

‘A remarkable collective work. It criss-crosses the entire twentieth century in complex and

fascinating ways. Written by four of the most innovative scholars of modern art history

today, it is a landmark’ – Briony Fer, University College London
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Hal Foster, Rosalind Krauss, 

Yve-Alain Bois, Benjamin H. D. Buchloh

Arguably the four most important and influential art 

historians of our time, Foster, Krauss, Bois and Buchloh have

collectively transformed the study of modern art. Now, in this

extraordinary book, they have come together to provide the

most comprehensive critical history of art in the twentieth and

early twenty-first centuries ever published. Groundbreaking 

in both content and presentation, Art Since 1900 will set the

agenda for many years to come.

With a clear and factual year-by-year structure, the authors

present more than one hundred easy-to-follow articles, each

focusing on a crucial event – such as the creation of a seminal

work, the publication of an important text, or the opening of a

major exhibition – to tell the myriad stories of art from 1900 to

the present. All the key turning-points and breakthroughs of

modernism and postmodernism are explored in depth, as are 

the frequent antimodernist reactions that proposed alternative

visions of art and the world.  

Each of the authors has contributed an introduction exploring

the methodologies that now govern art history, informing and

enhancing the reader’s understanding of its practice today. 

The book’s flexible structure and extensive cross-referencing

enable readers to plot their own course through the century and

to follow any one of the many narratives that unfold, be it the

history of a medium such as painting, the development of art 

in a particular country, the influence of a movement such as

Surrealism, or the emergence of a stylistic or conceptual body 

of work such as abstraction or minimalism. Illustrating the text

are reproductions of more than six hundred of the canonical

(and anti-canonical) works of the century, most reproduced in

colour. Background information on key events, places and

people is provided in carefully positioned text-boxes, while a

comprehensive glossary and full bibliography add to the

reference value of this outstanding volume. 

As well as providing introductions to their theoretical

approaches, the authors have also taken part in two round-table

discussions – one positioned at mid-century, the other at the 

end of the book – that consider some of the questions raised by

the preceding decades and look ahead to the art of the future.

Acclaimed as the definitive work on the subject, Art Since 1900

is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand the

complexities of art in the modern age.

With 637 illustrations, 413 in colour

Hal Foster is Townsend Martin Professor of Art and

Archaeology at Princeton University. His many books

include Recodings: Art, Spectacle, Cultural Politics; 

The Anti-Aesthetic; The Return of the Real; Compulsive 

Beauty; and Design and Crime.

Rosalind Krauss is Meyer Schapiro Professor of Modern

Art and Theory at Columbia University. She is the author 

of Passages in Modern Sculpture; The Originality of the

Avant-Garde and Other Modernist Myths; Bachelors; The

Optical Unconscious; and The Picasso Papers. 

Yve-Alain Bois is Professor in the School of Historical

Studies at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. 

His books include Painting as Model; Formless: A User’s

Guide (with Rosalind Krauss); and Matisse and Picasso.

Benjamin H. D. Buchloh is Franklin D. and Florence

Rosenblatt Professor of Modern Art at Harvard University.

He is the author of Neo-Avantgarde and Culture Industry;

German Art Now; and numerous monographs on artists

such as Marcel Broodthaers, Gerhard Richter, Carl Andre,

Gabriel Orozco and Dan Graham.
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