
• A rich source of inspiration for collectors of printed textiles, fashion 
lovers and designers, and a visual feast for anyone with a passion for 
pattern.

• Showcases over 200 beautifully designed handkerchiefs from the 1920s 
to the 1950s. 

• Classic shots of icons such as Marlene Dietrich, wearing her signature 
tailored jacket and chiffon pocket square, provide context and a touch 
of Hollywood glamour. 

• Organized for inspiration into 11 sections by colour.

• Written by an expert in vintage clothing and textiles, Nicky 
Albrechtsen, who is also the co-author of the acclaimed Scarves. 

Author

Nicky Albrechtsen is the proprietor of the Vintage Resource Studio  
in Brick Lane, London, which provides costumes and props to the 
theatre and media. She is the author (with Fola Solanke) of Scarves,  
also published by Thames & Hudson. 

In recent years, vintage handkerchiefs have been an unsung source of 

inspiration for many of the world’s most exciting brands. 

The handkerchiefs in this volume have been selected to reflect the 

magnificent array of printed designs that emerged between the 1920s and 

1950s, a particularly innovative period in handkerchief design that produced 

small squares exploding with colour and pattern. 

The book comes complete with a short history of the subject; an analysis 

of the fabrics used; a detailing of the design characteristics of each decade; 

information on where to find and collect; and advice on conservation, 

storage and use. 

Organized for inspiration into 11 sections by colour, this is a fresh and 

covetable volume targeted at fashion professionals, designers, or a new 

young generation in search of old chic in new chic forms.  

Press Release

The Printed Square 
Vintage Handkerchief Patterns for Fashion and Design

Nicky Albrechtsen

Publication date: 5 March 2012
Price: £ 14.95

Extent

256pp

Size

20.0 x 20.0cm

Illustrations

235 illustrations, 230 in colour

Binding

PLC   

Price

£14.95

ISBN   978 0 500 516096 

Nicky Albrechtsen

THE
PRINTED
SQUARE

T
H

E PR
IN

T
ED

 SQ
U

A
R

E
Vintage H

andkerchief Patterns for Fashion and D
esign

Nicky 
Albrechtsen

www.thamesandhudson.com   £00.00

Vintage 
Handkerchief 

Patterns 
for Fashion 
and Design

29 September 2011 All information is provisional and subject to change

Press Office Contact

Collette Hutchinson
Thames & Hudson Ltd
181A High Holborn  
London  WC1V 7QX

T	+44 (0)20 7845 5022  
F	+44 (0)20 7845 5050  

E	c.hutchinson@thameshudson.o.uk
W www.thamesandhudson.com


