
separation from her husband provoked a war; Prasutagus, king of the 

Iceni who failed to save his land from Roman greed, and Calgacus, 

leader of the Caledonians, who made his last defiant stand in the glens

of Scotland.

Their lives and actions are set against the backdrop of an evolving

landscape, in which Iron Age shrines were being replaced by marble

temples, industrial-scale factories and granaries were springing up

across the countryside and a triumphal arch towered into the Kent

sky to mark Rome’s domination.

The Romans Who Shaped Britain is a compelling and vivid 

portrayal of an important and exciting period in our history.

Authors
Sam Moorhead, voted ‘Archaeologist of the Year 2011’ by readers of 
Current Archaeology, is the National Finds Adviser for Iron Age and 
Roman Coins in the Department of Portable Antiquities and Treasure at 
the British Museum. David Stuttard is the founder of theatre company 
‘Actors of Dionysus’, and has written numerous other books on the 
Classical world.

The sheer scale and diversity of Roman Britain has become increasingly 

apparant thanks to the recordings of finds in recent years, from temples 

and mosaic floors to spectacular hoards, such as the 52,000 coins found in 

Frome.

However, this book seeks to present the epic sweep of Britainnia’s history 

through the lives of men and women; the emperors, governors and generals 

who commanded the legions and helped shape the landscape as well as the 

Britons who opposed them.  It was their ambitions, aspirations and passions 

which contributed to the development of Roman Britain.

Among the rich cast of characters are: Julius Caesar desperately seeking 

a propaganda coup to boost his standing back in Roman; Hadrian, whose 

empire-wide policy of containment led him to build his wall, and Carausius, 

Magentius and Valentinus who are less familiar.  Equally important were the 

native Britons: Cartimandua, queen of the Brigantes whose messy
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A vivid new account of Roman Britain told through  

the lives and exploits of its chief protagonists – 

from CAESAR and CLAUDIUS to HADRIAN and  

CONSTANTINE, from the governors AGRICOLA and PERTINAX  

to the usurpers CARAUSIUS and MAGNUS MAXIMUS,  

with portraits along the way of British rulers and rebels,  

among them BOUDICA, CARATACUS, CARTIMANDUA  

and TOGIDUBNUS
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S H A P E D  B R I T A I N

Here are the stories of the people who built and ruled 
Roman Britain, from the eagle-bearer who leapt  
(or was pushed) from Caesar’s ship into the waves at 
Walmer in 55 BC to the last cavalry units to withdraw 
from the island under their dragon standards in the early 
fifth century AD.

Britannia was an integral, if often troublesome, part of  
Rome’s empire, a hard-won province whose mineral 
wealth and agricultural prosperity made it crucial to the 
stability of the West. By setting Britannia in its wider 
international context, the authors give a vivid account of 
the pressures and events that had such a profound impact 
on its people and its history. 

The Romans Who Shaped Britain explores the narrative  
of Britannia through the lives of its generals, governors 
and emperors – and those they sought to rule. This rich 
cast of characters features men and women both noble 
and venal, courageous and craven, from Caesar, Agricola 
and Boudica to Carausius, Magnentius and Valentinus. 

Drawing on the latest archaeological evidence  
and research as well as on original source material,  
The Romans Who Shaped Britain reappraises familiar 
characters and offers original and at times  
provocative interpretations.

With 73 illustrations, 42 in colour

On the jacket: Marble bust of the emperor Hadrian, photo Werner Forman 
Archive/British Museum, London; (background) Hadrian’s Wall, photo © 
Rod McLean/Alamy.
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