
• An essential reference for anyone working with ceramics, from 
weekend crafters and students to practising ceramicists seeking  
a one-stop reference on techniques and processes.

• A companion to the highly successful Workbench Guide to Jewelry 
Techniques, also published by Thames & Hudson.

• Includes an extensive guide to forming techniques, from pinch, coil, 
slab and wheel to mold-making, slip casting and extrusion; detailed 
sections on slip decoration, embossing and glazing, glaze recipes and 
applications. 

• Features a comprehensive guide to firing and kilns, along with charts 
and tables at the back of the book for quick reference. 

Author

Duncan Hooson is a practicing ceramicist employing a wide range of 
ceramic techniques and scale, from high-relief murals to domestic and 
sculptural forms for internal or exterior locations. Anthony Quinn has  
a successful design consultancy, working across a range of materials such 
as ceramics, glass, wood and metal. His client base includes Wedgwood, 
Debenhams, Leeds Pottery, Design Ideas and British Airways. 

Covering both traditional and contemporary practices, this workshop 

reference collects the breadth and range of ceramic techniques into one 

definitive volume for amateur and specialist alike. 

A directory of materials, tools, machinery and furniture describes everything 

you need to set up an effective workshop. Techniques are explored 

thematically to facilitate the process of discovery that takes place in the 

workshop, supported by detailed descriptions and step-by-step photography. 

All techniques are examined closely for relevance to practice and quality of 

finish. The practical processes of running a workshop are discussed alongside 

the more complex techniques of making unique work. Examples of how 

to set up a studio, good workshop practices, tool making, and recycling of 

materials act as a foundation to creating a strong workshop environment to 

carry out your work. 
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Earthenware / Stoneware / Porcelain / Wedging / Kneading / Pinching / Coiling / Slab building / Wheel 
throwing / Whirler turning / Collaring / Trimming / Sledging / Split mould / Slip casting / Strata casting  
Fettling / Sponging / Press moulding / Jigger and Jolley / Extrusion / Slip trailing / Feathering / Marbling 
Wax resist / Sgraffito / Terra sigillata / Direct printing / Burnishing / Rouletting / Incising / Maquettes 
Kiln packing / Raku firing / Saggar firing / Salt glazing / Glaze recipes / Majolica / Exhibiting / Visual 
inspiration / Technical drawing / Transfers / Enamels / Lustres / Colouring slip / Brushing / Pouring  
Dipping / Spraying / Rollering / Spongeware / Banding on the wheel / Carved and direct inlay / Agateware 
Screen printing / Impressing / Carving and subtraction / Piercing / Slaking / Fumed raku / Pit firing  
Slip resist with smoke / Using composites / Photographing your work / Solid block modelling /  Altering 
form / Lids / Handles / Spouts / Lathe turning / Selective laser sintering / Refining process / Ox head 
kneading / Spiral kneading / Floating mould / Cylinder moulds / Centring / Assembling cast parts 
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This comprehensive and ambitious workshop 
reference for ceramicists brings together a vast 
range of skills, techniques and technical data 
in one volume to provide an essential look-it-up 
resource for both students and professionals. 

Techniques are explored thematically to 
facilitate the process of discovery that takes 
place in the workshop, supported by detailed 
descriptions and step-by-step photography. This 
allows the maker to evolve ideas in a natural 
iterative way, with techniques building upon each 
other. All techniques are examined closely for 
relevance to practice and quality of finish. 

The practical processes of running a  
workshop are discussed alongside the more 
complex techniques of making unique work.  
An extensive guide covers forming techniques, 
from pinching, coiling, slabbing and throwing to  
mould-making, slip casting and extrusion, while 
detailed sections explore slip decoration, rouletting 
and glazing, glaze recipes and applications.

Examples of how to set up a studio, good 
workshop practices, tool usage and recycling of 
materials act as a foundation to creating a strong 
environment to carry out your work. The book also 
includes a comprehensive guide to firing and kilns.

This book is the must-have workshop guide 
for anyone working with ceramics, from weekend 
crafters, night school or college students through 
to practising ceramicists seeking a one-stop 
reference on techniques and processes. 

With over 500 colour illustrations

On the jacket: A selection of images  
from throughout the book.

Duncan Hooson has been a practising maker 
for over 25 years, employing a wide range of 
techniques on differing scales, from domestic 
functional work to sculpture and high-relief  
murals in the public realm. He has worked 
extensively as an artist-in-residence in schools, 
hospitals and on community projects and is co-
director of the organisation Clayground Collective 
Ltd. He teaches in a variety of institutions and 
regularly at Morley College in London.

Anthony Quinn has a successful design 
consultancy, working across a range of materials 
such as ceramics, glass, wood and metal and for 
a varied client base. A senior lecturer on the BA 
Ceramic Design course at Central Saint Martins 
in London, he is also the author of The Ceramics 
Design Course and the coordinator of the UK Crafts 
Council’s ‘Firing Up’ programme. 
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Anthony Quinn
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The Glaze Book
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Stephen Murfitt
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Ceramics
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